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SETTLEMENT MONITOR 

EDITED BY GEOFFREY ARONSON 

This section covers items-reprinted articles, statistics, and maps-pertaining to Israeli settle- 
ment activities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Go- 
lan Heights. Unless otherwise stated, the items in this section have been written by Geoffrey 
Aronson directly for this section or drawn from material written by him for Report on Is- 
raeli Settlement in the Occupied Territories (hereinafter Settlement Report), a Washington- 
based bimonthly newsletter published by the Foundation for Middle East Peace. JPS is grate- 
ful to the Foundation for permission to draw on its material. MaJor documents relating to 
settlements appear in the Documents and Source Material section. 
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BUILDING IN THE WAKE OF WYE 

ELECTION SEASON SPEEDS SEITLEMENT 

From Settlement Report March-April 
1999. 

A recent headline in the Israeli newspa- 
per Yedi'ot Aharonot said it all-"Nonstop 
Building." 

"What was done until now in secret," the 
article reported, "has come into the open: 
the bulldozers are working nonstop in settle- 
ments-every day new footholds are estab- 
lished, caravans are placed on the land, and 
many settlements are expanded. The objec- 
tive: the establishment of thousands of new 
dwelling units in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza 
before the elections-creating facts on the 
ground." 

In mid-February, Israel's Housing Ministry 
published tenders for the construction of 
more than one thousand new dwelling units 
in two settlements-651 in Beitar Ilit (pop. 
17,650), west of Bethlehem; and 400 in 
Ofarim (pop. 900), northwest of Ramallah. 
According to a 9 February article in Yedi'ot 
Aharonot, "Thousands of dwelling units 
have been authorized in recent months." 

At a ceremony to dedicate a new neigh- 
borhood in the settlement of Shaked, west of 
the West Bank town of Jinin, Deputy Minis- 
ter Michael Eitan announced, "Five thousand 
new dwelling units will be occupied in Ju- 
dea and Samaria before the next school year 
begins [in October 1999]." Construction 
plans already developed for six settlements- 
Beitar Ilit, Ma'ale Adumim (pop. 22,000), 
Givat Ze'ev (pop. 7,830), Kiryat Sefer (pop. 
4,100), Tal Zion (Ma'ale Mikhmas) (pop. 
621), Efrat (pop. 5,500)-and the Aley Zahav- 
Ofarim-Bet Arye (pop. 6,250) settlement bloc 
envision the addition of 27,000 dwelling 
units in the next few years. 

Such settlement expansion-within estab- 
lished settlements and contiguous to existing 
housing-is no longer publicly opposed by 
the United States. 

Nevertheless, this inflated prediction, like 
many concerning the expansion of Israel's 
settlement community in the West Bank, 
now numbering close to 180,000-excluding 
the almost 200,000 settlers in East Jerusa- 
lem-is not likely to be met. What it does 
signify, however, is the order of magnitude 
of Israel's settlement expansion efforts, 
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which have been running in high gear for al- 
most two years. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's set- 
tlement record during his almost three-year 
tenure has been considerable. He has pre- 
sided over the growth of the settler popula- 
tion from 150,000 to nearly 180,000, an in- 
crease of 20 percent. Government sources 
claim that 20,000 dwelling units have been 
constructed, if not necessarily completed and 
occupied, in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during Netanyahu's tenure. Almost 14,000 
units have been sold during this same pe- 
riod. According to the Palestinian geographer 
Khalil Tufakji, during 1998 existing West 
Bank settlements were expanded by 8,219 
dunams, and those in East Jerusalem by 
8,400 dunams. Netanyahu has inaugurated 
six new industrial parks: in the south Hebron 
area, near Ma'ale Mikhmas, at Keddumim, 
Shaked, Ma'ale Ephraim, and Ariel. During 
his term, twenty new neighborhoods in ex- 
isting settlements and more than one hun- 
dred new "footholds," including twenty since 
the signing of the Wye memorandum in Oc- 
tober 1998-some of which are destined to 
evolve into new and distinct settlements- 
have been established. Five paramilitary set- 
tlements, known as nahals, have been trans- 
formed into permanent civilian settlements: 
at Giva'ot, near the Etzion Bloc; Rachelim, 
near Shilo; and Hemdat, Avnat, and Baroush, 
in the Jordan Valley. His government has 
created a total of five regional colleges in 
Avnat, Elon Moreh, Keddumim, Kiryat Arba, 
and Ma'ale Ephraim. In addition to the many 
bypass roads whose construction has been 
facilitated through negotiations with the PA- 
comprising 18,036 dunams in 1998 alone- 
the Netanyahu government has spent close 
to $70 million on major road construction 
projects in the West Bank: along the length 
of the Jordan Valley; the Trans-Samaria High- 
way crossing the northern West Bank; the 
road from the East Jerusalem community of 
Ramot to Ben Shemen in Israel; and Road 45, 
a major transport route from Tel Aviv to Je- 
rusalem. 

Eli Cohen, until his recent decision to run 
for Knesset on the Likud slate, was the aide 
to the defense minister on settlement mat- 
ters. In early February, Cohen said that "most 
definitely, the Defense Ministry intends to re- 
inforce settlement in Judea and Samaria 
before 17 May [election day]." He explained 
that the ministry will do so because "God 
forbid that something happens like what 
happened in June 1992, when the Labor 

party won the elections and froze construc- 
tion and stopped settlement." Defense Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens's office hastened to note 
that Cohen was on leave and that what he 
said represents only his personal opinion. 
The facts in the field, however, suggest 
otherwise. 

Israeli intelligence and military officials 
believe that militant Palestinian Islamic orga- 
nizations and radical settlers present the 
clearest challenge to "quiet" in the occupied 
territories in the coming months. Security of- 
ficials worry about settler efforts to claim 
more land for settlement, actions that they 
believe will spark Palestinian protests, nota- 
bly on Land Day, 30 March. 

There is particular concern about the Pal- 
estinian response to the anticipated renewal 
of construction at Har Homa, where contrac- 
tors have begun selling planned dwellings to 
the public; the creation of permanent hous- 
ing at Tal Rumayda in Hebron; and the wide- 
spread effort to establish small territorial 
footholds on hilltops throughout the West 
Bank. 

"It is necessary to be very careful about 
uncontrolled construction," explained an Is- 
raeli security official in reference to the ap- 
proximately twenty hilltop sites where new 
settlements have been established in recent 
months. "This is exactly what may set fire to 
all the occupied territories." 

Such concerns, however, have been over- 
shadowed by the political advantage to be 
gained by Netanyahu by facilitating the im- 
plementation of the settler-led effort to claim 
additional land, not only in anticipation of 
the upcoming election but also in anticipa- 
tion of the implementation of the outstand- 
ing elements of the Wye agreement and the 
beginning of final status talks with the Pales- 
tinians. Uri Elitzur, bureau chief in the Prime 
Minister's Office, a veteran Gush Emunim ac- 
tivist and a self-described "radical settler," 
noted in November, "The government views 
[the claiming of West Bank hilltops] with 
understanding." 

The current program "to grab and settle," 
however, was born more than one year ago, 
prompted by concerns over Netanyahu's 
agreement to undertake "further redeploy- 
ments" from West Bank territory as outlined 
in the Oslo II and Hebron accords. The 
movement's main instrument was the quiet 
implantation of "agricultural farms" on strate- 
gically located hilltops, declared by Israel as 
"state land," as precursors to new settlement 
or far-flung neighborhoods of existing out- 
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posts. "Without the quiet cooperation of the 
Ministries of Defense, Housing, and Finance," 
noted one Israeli correspondent, "which con- 
sisted primarily of turning a blind eye to the 
illegal construction and land claiming activi- 
ties of the settlers-this plan could not have 
been implemented." 

Defense Minister Arens has a long record 
of support for settlement expansion, most 
notably as a member of former Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's last government. Arens 
noted recently that "settlement is growing in 
a significant way." 

"In principle," he added, "the continua- 
tion of Jewish settlement and its ability to 
keep on existing are very important and a 
goal of all the governments of Israel." Settler 
leaders anticipate receiving Arens' approval 
for new plans to expand and populate settle- 
ments. 

THE NEw WEST BANK HILLTOP OUTPOSTS 

From Settlement Report March-April 
1999. 

The creation of new settlement outposts 
across a wide area of the central West Bank 
has been the defining feature of Israeli settle- 
ment activity in recent months. In a com- 
plaint lodged with Israel's High Court against 
the minister of defense, the Civil Administra- 
tion, and the government's legal adviser, the 
Peace Now organization and MK Dedi 
Zucker of the Meretz party noted that "in 
every one of these instances, settlers broke 
new ground for roads on barren, unpopu- 
lated hilltops distant from existing settle- 
ments. Some of these outposts were estab- 
lished within the master plan boundaries of 
nearby settlements, and some were placed 
outside of these boundaries." 

The following are the encampments set 
up since October 1998. 
1. A site north of Avnei Hefetz; twenty cara- 
vans. 
2. Givat Hahaish, located 2 km northeast of 
Alon Shvut; seven caravans. 
3. Givat Horesh, located next to Dolev and 
Talmonim; four caravans. 
4. Givat Zit Ra'anan, located 1 km west of 
Talmon; one caravan. 
5. A site 300 m east of Brakha; nine caravans. 
6. Mitzpe Dany, located 1 km east of Ma'ale 
Mikhmas; seven caravans. 
7. Givat 7, located west of Eli; at least three 
caravans and two hothouses. 

8. A site north of Eli; a new water tower and 
caravan. 
9. Givat 759, located east of Shilo and Shvut 
Rachel; fourteen caravans. 
10. Shvut Rachel 6, located 2 km south of 
Shilo; a new road from this site to Shilo is 
being paved; ten caravans. 
11. A site west of Shilo; three caravans and a 
hothouse. 

12. A site 2 km south of Ma'ale Levona. 
13. A site 3 km south of Shvut Rachel, east of 
the Nablus-Ramallah road; four caravans and 
a water tower. 
14. Rachelim, military site near Shilo recently 
changed to a "religious school"; seven cara- 
vans. 
15. A site 4 km southeast of Elon Moreh; one 
family living in a bus at the end of a dirt 
road. 
16. A site 2 km from Elon Moreh, near the 
Palestinian village of Salim; three caravans 
and a water tower. 
17. A site near Efrat; three caravans. 
18. A site 1 km north of Nokdim. 

MoRE BYPASS RoADS ON THE WAY 

From Settlement Repori; March-April 
1999. 

As a consequence of the Wye memoran- 
dum, the Israeli cabinet approved the con- 
struction of twenty "bypass roads" through- 
out the West Bank at a cost of $70 million. 
The purpose of the roads is to strengthen the 
Israeli presence in the West Bank-by forg- 
ing modern communication, security, and 
transportation links between settlements and 
Israel. By early January 1999, fourteen of the 
twenty roads were in advanced stages of 
construction. Tenders have been issued and 
awarded for the following bypass roads: 
* Bethlehem-from Za'atra to Tekoa, 5 km; 
* al-Arub-from Gush Etzion to Kiryat Arba, 

8 km; 
* Ba'al Hatzor-Ofra access road. 

On 20 January 1999, the Tel Aviv Higher 
Planning Committee approved, subject to en- 
vironmental review, the paving of 35 km of 
Road 80, between Mishor Adumim and 
Tekoa, part of a $250 million project that 
aims at creating a modern transportation link 
through the West Bank between the Israeli 
towns of Arad and Beit Afula. 
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Bypass Road Construction in the 
Aftermath of the Wye Memorandum 

Dunams 
Road No. Confiscated Location 

3 187 From Mevo Horon to the north 
4/45 NA Bir Naballah bridge near Anarot 
5 1,800 From Hermesh to the Green Line 
16 52 Tunnel under Mt. Scopus to 

Ma'ale Adumim 
45 2,200 Ariel (west) 
60 168 From Eliezer to El Hadar 
60 1,900* Ariel 
61 3,237* Expansion of the existing road to 

Othniel 
90 416 Widening of the Jordan Valley 

road 
365 133 Entry to Efrat 
375 NA Husan bypass southwest of 

Beitar 
446 168* From Aley Zahav to Trans- 

Samaria Highway 
Anata 1,070 Ring road around Anata, 
bypass northeast of Jerusalem 
NA 340* Betunia bypass to Talmon 
NA NA Beit OGnar bypass near Karme 

Tzur 

NA = not available 
* Land recently confiscated for road constuction. Land for 
other roads noted was confiscated after 1993. 

ISRAEL'S 1999 SETTLEMENT BUDGET 

From Settlement Report; March-April 
1999. 

Israel's budget for 1999 includes close to 
$400 million in identifiable spending for set- 
tlement-related activities. Additional alloca- 
tions that are not readily definable, such as 
construction costs in East Jerusalem settle- 
ment communities, increase the govern- 
ment's anticipated settlement-related expend- 
itures to at least $500 million-approximately 
2 percent of Israel's $25 billion budget. Items 
include the following: 
* $28 million for new roads. 
* $50 million for compensation to landown- 

ers at Har Homa. 
* $45 million for the Agriculture Ministry to 

encourage "new settlements" in the occu- 
pied territories, including $8 million for 
the Golan Heights, $5 million for the Jeru- 
salem area, and $7 million for the Gaza 
Strip and south of Hebron. 

* $2 million for tax benefits for business in- 
vestors. 

* $95 million in tax benefits and subsidies 
for residents. 

A VEw FROM THE PALESTINIAN SIDE 

The following open letter written by 
Salah Ta'mari, Bethlehem district represen- 
tative in the Palestinian Council, was repro- 
duced in the Palestinian News Network's 
daily electronic bulletin, INFOPAI, on 4 Feb- 
ruary. 

When the villagers of Artas asked me to 
come to their aid in the midst of a new Is- 
raeli settler attempt to pilfer Palestinian soil, I 
thought it would just be joining another at- 
tempt to save our land, to pitch tents and 
make a stand. But I soon found myself over- 
whelmed by memories that swept me along 
a journey into my childhood. 

Part of the land that Israeli settlers are 
razing in Artas and southern Bethlehem to 
build yet another settlement and roads for 
themselves belonged to my aunt. Suddenly, I 
was a young boy again, waiting for Aunt 
Aida to return to her house that stands oppo- 
site Artas's ancient monastery. In front of me 
was the clay oven where she had baked her 
daily bread, a memory suddenly so fresh I 
could actually smell the smoky aroma. There 
was the old fig tree, the water well, the stone 
wall. It was like finding a painting of a pleas- 
ant childhood recollection that had been hid- 
den away under years of other memories. 

I could see Aunt Aida clearly in my 
mind's eye, a thin but solid woman in her 
snow white scarf coming down the trail 
along the monastery's stone wall, bearing a 
large, flat basket filled with figs and grapes 
on her head. I remember the way her basket, 
when the rays of sunset hit it, sometimes 
seemed to shine as if enveloped in a halo. I 
always wondered how such a tender and an- 
gelic human being could carry such a large 
basket across rugged terrain after a long day 
of hard work in the field. 

I was by the tents we'd erected at the 
site, with Aunt Aida's grandsons and other 
relatives, who'd all come to protest the set- 
tlement activity. A fire was lit to prepare 
some tea. Someone threw some shrubs on 
the flames, releasing the scent of incense 
into the air. One of the nephews, an elderly 
man named Abu Hazim, was staring at the 
stone wall. He started talking, more to him- 
self than to anyone else. "How did he man- 
age to carry those huge stones with his bare 
hands to build this wall?" he asked. 

Abu Hazim was speaking about his Uncle 
Khalil, Aunt Aida's husband. Apart from 
working his land, Khalil was a stonecutter by 
trade. This was before trucks and bulldozers 
were available in this part of the world. He 
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carved his stones from the rocky edges of 
his land with a chisel and carried them to 
Bethlehem on his camel. 

In spite of the effort needed for such a 
profession, in his spare time he built the 
stone wall to protect his land from sheep 
and goats that grazed the area. Whlere did he 
find the time to build this stone hut that to- 
day stands as solid as it did nearly a century 
ago, where he spent the summer months? 
Where did he find the strength to dig into 
the hard rock to create a well to collect the 
rain? 

Aunt Aida was widowed at a young age, 
Abu Hazim told us. She followed the exam- 
ple of her husband and worked the land. 
She kept it as he did, well cultivated, well 
tended. It was her only source of income to 
support her seven children. The devotion to 
the land was passed on to the children. Even 
after her eldest son grew to adulthood and 
found a job, dedication to the family fields 
never wavered. When Aunt Aida died twenty 
years ago, her oldest daughter, who's over 
seventy now, took care of the land as long 
as she was able. 

But times had changed. The needs of the 
family outgrew what the land could provide. 
Brothers, sons and cousins who shared own- 
ership were no longer around to help. Some 
were in Israeli prisons, some had been cut 
off from Palestine after the 1967 War, some 
had been deported by Israel. Most of them 
died in exile. 

Abu Hazim himself returned from exile 
and immediately turned his attention to the 
land, aiming to care for it as his uncle once 
had. It was costly. He couldn't afford a fence. 
The new trees he planted were destroyed by 
deer. The land was dry and the water was far 
away. It was only recently that he and his 
brothers at last managed to reclaim a few 
dunams. Now, Israeli bulldozers have rav- 
aged the land. 

Later that day, I was called to the hospi- 
tal. Aunt Aida's eldest daughter had suffered 
a stroke and her condition was worsening. 
When I saw her she was delirious, unaware 
of who and what was around her. Yet, her 
every word was about that farm, the fig tree, 
the cottage, the fence. "Have you fixed the 
fence to keep the deer away?" she asked no 
one in particular. Even in this condition her 
only thoughts were of the family land. It 
brought me to tears. What of the Palestinian 
children who won't have such land to care 
so deeply for, whose heritage will have been 
buried by these Israeli bulldozers? 

SEIT EMENT CHRONOLOGY 

From Settlement Report, January- 
February 1999 and March-April 1999. 

16 November 
Three days before the scheduled Israeli 

redeployment, Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon 
tells Israeli settlers, "It is not true that settle- 
ments will be completely surrounded [after 
the upcoming withdrawal]. But everyone 
there should move and take over more and 
more hills. The time is coming when 
whatever we take will be ours and whatever 
they take will be theirs. Whoever can help in 
this should help. 'With cunning you should 
fight wars."' 

A settler from Hermesh is shot while trav- 
eling to the settlement near Jinin. 

A group of rabbis circulates a decision 
noting, "Every agreement reached by repre- 
sentatives of the People of Israel that contra- 
dicts the Law of Israel [the Old Testament] 
has no value, and there is no requirement to 
enforce it. Discussion on the transfer of parts 
of the Land of Israel to non-Jews endangers 
the life of Israel, and every effort to assist 
this transfer contributes to the spilling of 
blood in Israel." 

17 November 
Israeli officials meet with settlers to re- 

view the final maps of the first redeployment 
stage under Wye and accept half of the set- 
tlers' 117 specific objections. 

18 November 
MK Yossi Katz introduces a bill requiring 

government compensation for settlers forced 
to give up their homes if their settlements 
become isolated outposts in Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

Settlers from Keddumim, declaring that 
"the government is with us," attempt for the 
third time to establish temporary structures 
in order to lay claim to 1,500 dunams west 
of the settlement and beyond its master plan 
boundary. 

19 November 
Agence France-Presse reports that Israel is 

considering seizing another 10 percent of the 
West Bank by changing the legal status of 
some 500,000 dunams of land. "Accelerated" 
procedures formulated by Attorney General 
Elyakim Rubinstein may allow the conver- 
sion to take place within four years. This 
change in status will begin in the area of 
Rachelim, south of Tapuach Junction, enti- 
tling the Shomron Regional Council to con- 
sider the outpost a regular community. The 
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settlement will soon admit ten new families. 
The Civil Administration has asked for a 
budget of $250,000 per year to complete 
transferring survey land to government land 
within four years. Ahmad Tibi, an adviser to 
Palestinian leader Yasir Arafat, states that if 
Israel proceeds with the new policy "it 
would be the biggest robbery of the century" 
and that Palestinians would not remain idle. 

Israel Radio reports security cabinet ap- 
proval of the construction of twelve access 
roads to settlements in the West Bank that 
will bypass Palestinian areas. Arab residents 
of Yutma, south of Nablus, obstruct construc- 
tion of the new bypass road from Eli to 
Tapuach. 

At a Fatah meeting, Faisal Husseini says, 
"To fight the cancer of settlement activity is a 
sacred duty, because the continuation of this 
activity will torpedo the peace process." 

20 November 
Redeployment of IDF troops from the 

Jinin area of the West Bank begins. 

22 November 
IDF troops remove residents of the settle- 

ment of Shavei Shomron (near Nablus) from 
the old train station in Sebastia. 

A new order is issued allowing the army 
and police to remove Israeli "squatters" from 
an illegal residence in the West Bank up to 
thirty days from serving the order to evacu- 
ate. 

It is reported that in 1999, the Industry 
and Trade Ministry will invest $1.2 million in 
tourism, industry, and high-tech projects in 
the settlement of Kiryat Arba near Hebron. 
Another $500,000 will be allocated for area 
improvements and a gas station at the north- 
em entrance to the settlement. 

Finance Minister Yaakov Neeman departs 
for Washington to discuss Israel's $1.2 billion 
request to fortify settlements, construct by- 
pass roads, and assist in the IDF redeploy- 
ment called for in the Wye accord. 

23 November 
Residents of northern West Bank settle- 

ments set up a temporary encampment on 
what is known as Hill 792 near Elon Moreh. 

The IDF submits a $40 million plan for 
the defense of eighteen settlements defined 
as "settlements in great danger" because of 
their proximity to areas under Palestinian 
control. The plan includes construction of 
circuitous patrol roads and moats; creation of 
firing emplacements and guard towers 
known as "hedgehogs"; and placement of 
lighting, closed-circuit cameras, and elec- 

tronic gates (and in some cases complete 
fences) around settlements. 

24 November 
On a visit to three West Bank settlements, 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu prom- 
ises to expand settlement but cautions that 
"this issue must be coordinated behind 
closed doors with the army and not in front 
of the media." He adds that "the dry days are 
over. Our policy is to grow and expand." 

25 November 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and Defense 

Minister Yitzhak Mordechai approve in prin- 
ciple the permanent presence of settlers at 
the old Sebastia railway station near Nablus. 

IsraelWire reports that residents of Ked- 
dumim, led by Mayor Daniella Weiss, ille- 
gally moved for the fifth time onto the 
Te'einim Hilltop nearby. Despite IDF evacua- 
tions, Weiss states that the settlers will con- 
tinue to return to the hill until the govern- 
ment understands that they are determined 
to settle it. 

The Housing Ministry submits a plan to 
the District Planning and Building Committee 
proposing a Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) neigh- 
borhood in Jerusalem's northern area, in the 
Mir Forest, adjacent to Neve Ya'aqov. The 
plan calls for the construction of 1,300 units 
between Pisgat Ze'ev and Neve Ya'aqov. 

26 November 
The IDF declares the area of Brukin, near 

Qalqilya, a "closed military zone" following 
Palestinian protests aimed at stopping road 
work in the area. 

The Israeli Agriculture Ministry reveals 
that in 1998 it transferred NIS 17.1 million 
from its budget to the Zionist Federation's 
Settlement Department to build pools, 
yeshivas, and auditoriums and to set up 
paramilitary programs in settlements. 

27 November 
Palestinians ignite a fuel tank at a bypass 

road construction site near the West Bank 
village of 'Ayn Arik. 

Yerushalim reports a continuing lack of 
interest among contractors in West Bank set- 
tlements. In Har Adar, for example, only 136 
of 210 building plots have been successfully 
tendered. 

Director of the Prime Minister's Office Uri 
Elitzur assures settlers that "the government 
views with understanding" the establishment 
of new settlements over the past months; 
calls on the YESHA settlers' council to take 
any steps that encourage settlement, includ- 
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ing initiating the new West Bank encamp- 
ments, because "you don't know how long 
this government will last and what will be 
the depth of the further withdrawal." 

29 November 
IsraelWire reports a demonstration by 

Arabs in the area around Beit El, in the West 
Bank, to stop work on a new road. 

30 November 
IsraelWire reports that PA security forces 

detained for fourteen hours Israeli trucks car- 
rying construction equipment to Netzarim in 
Gaza, insisting that construction in the com- 
munity is in violation of the Oslo agree- 
ments. Reportedly in retaliation, Netzarim 
residents block Arab motorists on the 
Netzarim road, while Southern Command 
Maj. Gen. Yomtov Samiya closes the VIP lane 
at the Erez crossing. Senior commanders ap- 
peal to their PA counterparts to stop harass- 
ing drivers bringing goods into these settle- 
ments. 

I December 
IsraelWire reports the planned establish- 

ment of a new command college aimed at 
preparing soldiers and officers for warfare in 
the West Bank, with emphasis on combat in 
an urban environment and preparing troops 
for attacks inside settlements. 

2 December 
Ma'ariv reports that the Housing Minis- 

try's approval of the construction of 480 
housing units in Kochav Ya'acov triples the 
settlement's size. Almost half the units are al- 
ready under construction. 

Ha'Aretz reports that the IDF has uncov- 
ered information in the building where 
Hamas members Adil and Imad Awadallah 
were killed in September that indicates 
Hamas planned to use car bombs to force 
the release of Palestinian prisoners. 

The "settlement forum," set up in Novem- 
ber in the Prime Minister's Office to deal 
with problems in settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza, decides to increase incen- 
tives to contractors building in large settle- 
ments, where construction had been "stuLck" 
in recent years. 

3 December 
Israeli settlers block Palestinian motorists 

at the Qarni crossing to Gaza in retaliation 
for the PA's frequent stopping of trucks en 
route to construction projects in Netzarim. 

IDF regulars deploy in the Bethlehem 
area, replacing reserve units that usually 

serve there, reportedly in anticipation of ten- 
sions over Wye implementation. 

4 December 
An ad in the Orthodox Jewish press touts 

the benefits of the new housing develop- 
ment of Ma'ale Mikhmas "in north Jerusa- 
lem." The Housing Ministry, however, "for- 
got" to explain that the "new neighborhood" 
is part of the West Bank settlement of 
Kochav Ya'acov. 

The IDF is reportedly preparing an order 
expropriating privately owned Palestinian 
land north of the settlement of Beit El for 
use in the construction of the settlement's se- 
curity fence. 

5 December 
About 150 Palestinians break through the 

security fence of Ariel settlement, throwing 
stones at residents and security forces. 
Soldiers use rubber-coated bullets and tear 
gas to drive back the crowd. The settlement's 
security chief notes, "We have to act like the 
days of the tower and stockade. We have to 
operate in [the Palestinian] areas, so that 
they, and not we, will fear leaving their vil- 
lages. After these events it is necessary to 
punish them by cutting off their electricity or 
telephones for a day or two." 

6 December 
Palestinian protests take place near the 

settlements of Ariel, Ateret, Eli, and Neve 
Tzuf. 

7 December 
For the sixth time in two weeks, the PA 

prevents trucks from bringing supplies into 
Netzarim. The PA insists that construction in 
the community is a violation of the Oslo 
agreements. 

8 December 
Prime Minister Netanyahu promises secur- 

ity and road improvements costing millions 
of shekels to residents from Ganim and 
Kadim protesting outside his Jerusalem home 
after a settler was wounded by gunfire. 

IDF Radio reports that in addition to the. 
recent placement of four trailers in the settle- 
ment of Itamar, settlers placed five trailers on 
a hill west of Har Brakha in the West Bank 
without permission from the defense estab- 
lishment. 

Members of Hebron's Jewish settlement 
meet with IDF Central Commander Maj. Gen. 
Moshe Ya'alon to request a "DMZ" around 
the city's Jewish quarter that would be free 
of Arab residents. The settlement leaders op- 
pose the government's suggestions for forti- 
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fying the area, the policy of issuing adminis- 
trative orders against Israelis, and plans for 
the al-Arub bypass road in the Gush Etzion 
area. 

9 December 
On the eleventh anniversary of the begin- 

ning of the intifada, demonstrations, intermit- 
tent stone-throwing attacks, and roadblocks 
against Israelis are reported throughout the 
West Bank. In one incident, some 200 Pales- 
tinians block the Bet Hagay-Otniel road, near 
al-Fuar in the southern Hebron area, with 
burning tires and other articles. In the eve- 
ning, two soldiers in a car are injured by 
stone throwers, and near Beit Omar, a Pales- 
tinian motorist attempts to drive a Gush Et- 
zion security guard off the road. The IDF re- 
ports at least fifteen cases of firebombs being 
thrown in Nachel Ginat near Jinin, which is 
closed to motorists for the day. 

The Sufa checkpoint and Erez crossing, 
closed in retaliation for the PA's detainment 
of Israeli trucks, remain shut to Palestinian 
trucks carrying supplies and PA security 
forces traveling to the West Bank. 

10 December 
A tender for construction of four housing 

units in the Gaza settlement of Nisanit is 
published in Yedi'ot Aharonot. A tender for 
the construction of 320 units in the West 
Bank settlement of Ariel is published in 
Ha Aretz. 

11 December 
More than 90 percent of the residents of 

Ganim and 40 percent of those of Homesh- 
both settlements near Jinin-are reported to 
have signed a petition stating their willing- 
ness to leave the settlements in return for 
compensation. Organized efforts along simi- 
lar lines have appeared in the nearby settle- 
ments of Qadim, Mevo Dotan, and Sanur. 
Residents are considering demanding com- 
pensation of between $500,000 and $700,000 
per family. 

Qol Hair reports that U.S. ambassador 
Edward Walker has intervened to prevent 
the expulsion of an extended Palestinian 
family of twenty from a home in Silwan that 
had received an Israeli court order to vacate 
in favor of the settlement organization Elad. 

13 December 
The Benjamin Regional Council begins 

marketing a 650-dunam, high-tech park 
outside Jerusalem. The land sells for $40,000 
per dunam, including development costs. 
The fifty companies envisioned for the site 

will receive all Priority Area A benefits and 
subsidies. 

14 December 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, in Gaza on a 

state visit, notes his "understanding [of] the 
Palestinian concern about settlement activi- 
ties." 

15 December 
The head of the Gaza regional settlement 

council, Aaron Tzur, announces that the set- 
tler population in Gaza increased by 14 per- 
cent during 1998, "most of them young fami- 
lies." 

16 December 
Using figures compiled by the Central Bu- 

reau of Statistics, Peace Now reports 1,420 
housing starts in West Bank settlements in 
the first half of 1998, compared with 600 in 
the same period a year earlier. Government 
construction increased by 245 percent-from 
290 to 970 units-while private-sector con- 
struction in settlements increased by 45 per- 
cent-from 310 to 450 units. At the end of 
June 1998, there were 3,390 units in various 
phases of construction, an increase of 16 
percent over June 1997. The public-sector 
contribution to this figure increased by 41 
percent-from 1,660 units in June 1997 to 
2,340 in June 1998. 

The Knesset Finance Committee approves 
$6.5 million for settlement housing and infra- 
structure construction. 

The military enclave of Rachelim, just 
south of Tapuach Junction, is officially classi- 
fied as a civilian community. 

17 December 
IDF soldiers, police, Yassam tactical 

forces, and other troops begin removing 
community 727, adjacent to the West Bank 
settlement of Yitzhar. 

18 December 
Qol Hair reports that from January 1996 

to March 1998, 2,000 Palestinians carrying 
East Jerusalem identity documents were de- 
nied the right to live in East Jerusalem, com- 
pared with 327 people between 1987 and 
1995. 

Work begins on a $180 million tunnel 
under Jerusalem's Mt. Scopus to link Israel's 
national road network with the settlement of 
Ma'ale Adumim. 

A 147-unit housing development is an- 
nounced for the settlement of Mitzpe Jericho, 
20 km northeast of Jerusalem, overlooking 
Jericho. Completion of the project will al- 
most double the population of the settle- 
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ment, currently housing 180 families. The 
project's developer anticipates heavy de- 
mand for the units, which are priced from 
$75,000 to $110,000. 

Qol Hair reports that a third family has 
moved into the complex at Ras al-Amud, fur- 
ther eroding commitments made to the Clin- 
ton administration in late 1997. 

19 December 
IsraelWire reports stone-throwing attacks 

against Israeli vehicles in the French Hill and 
Ramot areas of Jerusalem, as well as on the 
road to Ma'ale Adumim. Near Bayt Safafa, 
three busses are bombarded with stones. 
Five stone throwers are arrested. 

An Israeli vehicle is attacked with a 
firebomb on the Ramallah bypass road. 

20 December 
Foreign Minister Sharon proposes a "con- 

ditional annexation," whereby those territo- 
ries in the West Bank presently under Israeli 
control will be automatically annexed if the 
PA declares an independent state. 

IDF emergency dispatchers report a rise 
in stone throwing and other attacks. Automo- 
bile glaziers report increases of several hun- 
dred percent in motorists replacing wind- 
shields due to stone-throwing incidents. 

Some 100 Palestinians attack IDF troops 
stationed at Netzarim Junction in Gaza, clos- 
ing it to Israeli motorists. 

21 December 
The IDF announces that unmanned 

"smart roadblocks" will be set up along the 
"seam border" dividing Israel and some set- 
tlements from the West Bank. Advanced 
electro-optics will be used to monitor the 
passages. 

24 December 
A tender for the construction of 136 units 

in the settlement of Alfe Menashe is pub- 
lished. 

28 December 
Settlers begin work on a 15,000 m2 recre- 

ation and tourist center in Qatzrin on the 
Golan Heights. 

31 December 
Israeli Radio reports that the Housing 

Ministry has issued tenders for the construc- 
tion of 1,051 housing units: 651 for Beitar Ilit, 
south of Jerusalem, where some 10,000 ultra- 
Orthodox Jews reside; and the remaining 400 
for Ofarim in the north, where some 400 set- 
tlers live. 

4 January 
In Hebron, gunmen open fire on a van, 

wounding two settlers. IDF seals the borders 
of Hebron to prevent Palestinians from en- 
tering or leaving, imposes curfew on Pales- 
tinians in the Israeli-controlled sector of the 
city; and shoots rubber bullets at Palestinians 
protesting the closure, wounding two. 

5January 
Yedi'ot Aharonot reports that seven com- 

panies have won rights to construct 679 
dwelling units at Har Homa in the coming 
months. 

6January 
The IDF publishes an order requiring set- 

tlers to fortify their homes and property. 

7January 
A tender is published for the construction 

of 346 dwelling units at Har Homa on land 
to be leased from the Israeli government for 
ninety-nine years. 

The IDF opens to Palestinian traffic the 
Dayr al-Balah-Mouassi coastal road in Gaza, 
which has been closed to Palestinian traffic 
in violation of the Oslo II accord. 

8January 
Ha'Aretz reports that more than 20 per- 

cent of all land to be marketed by the Hous- 
ing Ministry during 1999 is in the occupied 
territories. The ministry intends to market 
land for 3,729 dwelling units in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, as well as 1,320 units at 
Har Homa in East Jerusalem. Sites selected 
for sale in 1999 include Adam (182 units), 
Alfe Menashe (500), Ariel (500), Beitar (636), 
Efrat (100), Emmanuel (400), Givat Ze'ev 
(811), and Ma'ale Adumim (600). Ministry 
sales do not give a complete picture of the 
housing market because they are geared to- 
ward young families and others eligible for 
government assistance. 

Yerushalim reports that right-wing settlers 
have created a militia to assist small settle- 
ments in the Nablus and Hebron areas dur- 
ing conflicts with Palestinians. 

15 January 
Qol Ha'ir reports the approval for a 410- 

unit housing development in the Palestinian 
neighborhood of Sur al-Bahir, the first gov- 
ernment-supported residential construction 
for Palestinians in Jerusalem. 

19 January 
A coalition of Orthodox Jewish spiritual 

leaders publishes a peace plan that offers a 
Palestinian state with its capital in East Jeru- 
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salem in return for the settlement of 600,000 
Jews in the West Bank. 

IsraelWire reports that one of two youths 
convicted of killing a Palestinian with a 
board from a moving vehicle has been sen- 
tenced to one year in a closed facility (see 
16 November). The youth must also begin 
paying reparations of NIS 21,000 to the vic- 
tim's family. 

21 January 
The first contract is signed for the sale of 

apartments at Har Homa. 

24 January 
Yom Rishon reports the approval of a 

30,000 m2 commercial/residential develop- 
ment in the East Jerusalem settlement of 
Ramot. 

Settlers bulldoze Palestinian land near 
Bethlehem, including property of a historic 
monastery, to expand Efrat settlement. 

26January 
The Knesset, led by opponents of with- 

drawal from the Golan Heights, passes legis- 
lation requiring that any withdrawal from 
"sovereign Israeli territory" win the approval 
of sixty-one MKs. 

Israel's demolition of three Palestinian 
homes in East Jerusalem, one in the Old 
City, sparks clashes between Palestinians and 
Israeli forces, leaving two Palestinians seri- 
ously injured and four lightly injured. 

31 January 
HaAretz reports that some 200 homes 

are to be built in the Golan settlements-fifty 
units each in Bene Yehuda, Gamla, Had Nes, 
and Qidmat Tzvi. If tenders for these projects 
prove successful, additional projects will be 
tabled. In August 1998, Israel's National Plan- 
ning Council approved the tripling of the 
population in the Golan settlements. Accord- 
ing to the developer, marketing efforts will 
highlight the quality of life, "like that of Swit- 
zerland"-not ideology. 

HaAretz reports that during the previous 
six weeks twenty residents of Tel Aviv 
purchased homes in the Golan settlement of 
Qatzrin, worth a total of $2.6 million, for in- 
vestment purposes. Since the beginning of 
the decade, the average price of a home in 
the Golan settlements has more than 
doubled. 

I February 
HaAretz reports that Labor party chair- 

man Ehud Barak has announced to r6sidents 
of Alfe Menashe that their settlement, as well 
as Ariel, Gush Etzion, Nirit, and the Jordan 

Valley settlements, "will remain under Israeli 
sovereignty" in any permanent status agree- 
ment. 

4 February 
The PA arrests forty Palestinians on 

charges of planning attacks for Hamas's mili- 
tary wing against settlers in Gaza. 

5 February 
An Israeli interministerial committee, in- 

cluding representatives from the Jerusalem 
municipality, is reportedly being formed to 
curtail the PA's ability to gain control over 
land and property in East Jerusalem. 

9 February 
Ha'Aretz reports the secret settlement of 

the paramilitary outpost of Nimrod between 
the Syrian Druze villages of Masada and Majd 
al-Shams. Up to eight families are expected 
to settle at the site in the near future. One 
settlement official noted that "the location 
[of Nimrod] in the heart of Druze villages 
has a strategic value and a settlement 
message." 

The UN General Assembly, by a vote of 
115-2 (Israel and the United States), with five 
abstentions, approves a resolution calling for 
a special summit of the signatories to the 
Fourth Geneva Convention to discuss the 
convention's application to the situation "in 
the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem," and measures to enforce it. 

Seven building companies submit bids to 
construct 1,025 residential units in Har Homa 
despite infrastructure development costs esti- 
mated at $26,000 to $38,000 per unit, making 
it very difficult to price units competitively. 
MK Yossi Sarid of Meretz warns companies 
not to invest in the area since the new gov- 
ernment after elections may not be interested 
in developing Har Homa at all. 

OPERATION MANGO: ASSESSING 
SEITLEMENT COMPENSATION IN 
THE GOLAN HEIGHTS 

The following report, "'Secret' Govern- 
ment Campaign to Assess Golan Compensa- 
tion," by Ofer Petersburg, was published in 
Yedi'ot Aharonot in Hebrew on 29 Decem- 
ber 1998 and translated in World News 
Connection on 30 December. 

The Israeli government, in cooperation 
with several Golan Heights settlement lead- 
ers, has been conducting a secret four-year 
operation to assess the assets of the Golan 
settlements in case the settlers have to be 
compensated in an evacuation of the pla- 
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teau, according to an expose in next Friday's 
7 Yamim magazine. 

Within the framework of the operation- 
entitled Operation Mango-a proposed bill 
has been drafted on the evacuation of the 
Golan, which includes arrangements for the 
evacuation of settlements and compensation 
for the settlers. The bill will be presented to 
the Knesset when negotiations with the Syri- 
ans reach an advanced stage. According to 
an initial assessment, the Golan settlements 
(excluding the town of Qatzrin) are worth 
over 10 billion shekels. 

Operation Mango was started during 
Yitzhak Rabin's government at the Treasury's 
initiative and has been conducted secretly 
ever since, even during the terms of Shimon 
Peres and Benjamin Netanyahu. The person 
responsible for handling the operation on 
behalf of the Golan settlers is Yehuda Wol- 
man, head of the Golan Regional Council, 
who became famous several years ago as 
one of the leaders of the struggle against the 
evacuation of the Golan. Several settlement 
leaders and treasurers are participating in the 
operation. 

The survey and the assessment of the 
value of land, property, factories, and agri- 
cultural produce are being carried out by as- 
sessors chosen by the Treasury who are 
sworn to secrecy. The assessors will receive 
payment on the day of the evacuation based 
on a percentage of the assessed compensa- 
tion. In the meantime, the operation is being 
funded from the state budget, and the 
money is being transferred to the regional 
council. 

The operation is being carried out under 
the pretext of a survey for local tax pur- 
poses. Assessors arrive at the settlements 
every few months and carry out surveys. 
From time to time, secret discussions are car- 

ried out in which the data collected are 
presented. The last discussion was held 
about three months ago at Tel Aviv's Dan 
Panorama Hotel. 

The prime minister's bureau this week 
denied any knowledge of the operation. 
"The prime minister does not know anything 
about this, and he was not given any infor- 
mation by the previous finance minister," the 
bureau said. 

Nevertheless, former Finance Minister 
Dan Meridor confirmed that he took over 
from his predecessor Avraham Shohat the 
handling of the operation: "When I took over 
the Finance Ministry I received an orderly 
portfolio. When I resigned, I requested that 
the portfolio be passed on. Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu replaced me for three 
months." Former Finance Minister Shohat ad- 
ded that "it is inconceivable to carry out such 
a wide-ranging operation without the knowl- 
edge of the finance minister and the prime 
minister. I have no doubt that if the opera- 
tion is continuing, Netanyahu is in the pic- 
ture." 

Former Prime Minister Shimon Peres was 
also asked whether he updated Netanyahu. 
"I do not discuss the contents of private dis- 
cussions although it might benefit me," he 
said. 

On his involvement in the operation, 
Yehuda Wolman said: "Through this initiated 
and limited action I managed to prevent at- 
torneys from taking control of the Golan set- 
tlers who wanted to be represented by law- 
yers during an evacuation. It should be 
noted that all the activity was carried out 
secretly and discreetly and by a very senior 
Golan leadership team with the firm and un- 
equivocal message that the council under me 
is responsible for the fate of all the Golan 
Heights settlers whatever happens." 
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