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from advancing its plans to settle more of the Old City. Just recently, Israel announced that it would
be razing the Old Hebron Market to build a new Jewish settlement.
In chapter 4, De Cesari examines the ways in which private citizens and NGOs have taken it
upon themselves to create museums in light of the Palestinian Authority’s failure to create a
national museum. During the post-Oslo period, Palestinians saw a need to display the collective
Palestinian experience in public spaces (p. 176). De Cesari argues that these efforts—like the
newly built Palestinian Museum—institutionalize heritage work, “promote radical, democratic
practices,” and provide a space for citizens to participate in the making of a Palestinian state (p.
194), and furthermore, that heritage and culture making provide an avenue for “material claims to
sovereignty” (p. 5). Palestinians connect to the land through their lived experiences and cultural
practices. While this argument is a critical one because these spaces keep Palestine alive locally
and globally, it does not take into account the role of foreign funding and its influence on NGOs
and their projects, as other scholars such as Rema Hammami, Tariq Dana, Sari Hanafi, Linda
Tabar, Toufic Haddad, Raja Khalidi, Sobhi Samour, and Mandy Turner have explored.
This book provides an important opening for a critical discussion regarding the ways in which
the word “Palestine” has not lost meaning and the ways in which Palestinians continue to assert
their existence tangibly despite an aggressive and unrelenting Israeli settler-colonial project bent
on erasing Palestinians as natives of the region. De Cesari also illustrates the ways in which
Palestinian NGOs expertly inserted Palestine in the development narrative on a global scale. A
further investigation of her informants’ ambivalence toward a state and its impact on their work
would have been welcome. What does statehood mean to them? The NGOs she focused on work
in the absence of state institutions, but is the role of a state only to draft policies, provide some
limited services to a certain group of citizens, maintain some semblance of sovereignty, and help
build a more aware citizenry? What about advocating for legal and civil rights for all or working
to dismantle the Israeli settler-colonial project?
Rasmieyh R. Abdelnabi is currently working on a PhD dissertation titled “The Feminization of Resistance, Social
Reproduction, and Palestine: Women’s Work toward Surviving and Thriving” in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.

Rights as Weapons: Instruments of Conflict, Tools of Power, by Clifford Bob. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2019. 280 pages. $29.95 cloth, $18.00 e-book.
REVIEWED BY YOUSEF MUNAYYER

“How and why are rights used for aggressive purposes?” (p. 2). This is the central question
Clifford Bob sets out to answer in Rights as Weapons: Instruments of Conflict, Tools of Power. The
author answers this question by providing a typology for classifying various tactics in which actors
use rights in offensive, aggressive, defensive, and calculated ways against opponents. The
breakdown is thorough and analytically useful beyond the cases he uses for empirical assessment.
Bob, a professor of political science at Duquesne University, has focused his career on the study
of transnational civil society and has made important contributions to this field with previous works
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such as The Global Right Wing and the Clash of World Politics (2012) and his earlier book The
Marketing of Rebellion: Insurgents, Media, and International Activism (2005), both published by
Cambridge University Press. Throughout his work, analysis of rights-based advocacy has been
consistently highlighted. In this most recent of his books in
this area, Bob challenges the reader to think beyond the
ways in which we would normally conceive of rights. He
uses an analytical frame that does not define rights within a
moral context, which then allows us to think of rights as
claims.
Within the context of human rights, we often think of
rights as an entitlement that protects the weak against the
powerful. But just as other weapons, rights can be deployed
also, and often, by the powerful against the weak. Bob
reviews how rights can be used as “rallying cries” (to mobilize
support [chapter 2]), “shields and parries” (to counter threats
[chapter 3]), “camouflage” (to mask motives [chapter 4]),
“spears” (to overturn laws [chapter 5]), “dynamite” (to destroy
cultures [chapter 6]), “blockades” (to suppress subordinates
[chapter 7]), and “wedges” (to break coalitions [chapter 8]).
For example, in chapter 2, Bob explains how rights can
be used as rallying cries, which he defines as the “use of
rights within a political movement to mobilize support among the movement’s constituents
and its potential third-party allies” (p. 27). Types of rallying cries broken down in the chapter
include “humanizing and naturalizing,” “universalizing,” “depoliticizing,” and “absolutizing.” In
chapter 4, the author looks at how animal rights in the conflict around Catalonia show how
“adaptable nationalist politicians exploit rights that extend well beyond those of their own
communities to advance their cause and hurt their foes” (p. 78). Animal rights groups and
Catalan nationalists found common cause in a common enemy: Spain’s Constitutional Court and
Castilian domination. Throughout the book, Bob weaves analytical categories with case evidence
that illuminate the often-unseen underside of rights advocacy.
For readers familiar with the topic of and discourse around Israel/Palestine, Bob cites several
examples of rights as weapons that should be eminently familiar. For example, he references
Nicola Perugini and Neve Gordon’s book, The Human Right to Dominate (Oxford University
Press, 2015), in which they demonstrate that “Israel’s Jewish settlers now employ indigenous and
property rights to deprive Palestinians of land and ultimately to undermine Palestinian activism, if
not Palestinian society itself” (p. 7). Further, in describing rights weaponized as “wedges,” Bob
explains the use of pinkwashing by Israel as an effort to weaponize LGBT rights to divide the
Palestine solidarity movement. “LGBT rights are a useful tool for backers of Israel aiming to
weaken the international support network for the Palestinians. . . . When a political tactician
inserts a wedge, he seeks to exploit and widen these latent cracks in the opposing coalition to gain
an advantage in the larger conflict. Put another way, rather than making a frontal assault on the
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foe or the core issues, the tactic represents a flank move against the foe’s support coalition, using a
rights claim to loosen vulnerable members” (p. 187).
In sum, Bob’s contribution in Rights as Weapons builds on his previous work as well as the work
of others who have developed the literature on the role of civil society in international relations and
contentious politics toward advancing an understanding of civil society not merely as a
countervailing force to the traditional forces of power politics but rather as a unique arena in
which traditional power politics can play out in different ways, including through the
weaponization of rights. “As tools of politics,” Bob writes in the book’s conclusion, “rights can be
put to any number of defensive and offensive uses” (p. 217).
Clifford Bob stresses that this realpolitik assessment of rights is not intended to pass a supportive
moral judgement on the use of such weapons by the powerful against the weak but rather to provide
a clear-eyed analytic framework for understanding how rights are utilized by different actors with
varied relationships to power. In doing so, he has provided students and scholars of international
politics and civil society a useful guide.
Yousef Munayyer is an independent scholar and a member of the JPS editorial committee.

More Noble Than War: A Soccer History of IsraelPalestine, by Nicholas Blincoe. New York: Bold Type Books,
2019. 304 pages. $16.99 paper, $10.99 e-book.
REVIEWED BY AUBREY BLOOMFIELD

Sports and politics do not, and should not, mix. Or so
goes the tired cliché. Yet this has always been an absurd
stance. There is a long history of sports being used by
repressive regimes as a vehicle for normalization and also
by their challengers as a venue for political protest and
activism. Nicholas Blincoe’s fascinating and accessible new
book, More Noble Than War: A Soccer History of IsraelPalestine, traces the history of soccer in Palestine/Israel
while exploring the history of the conflict. Through a
mixture of historical research, interviews, and firsthand
reporting, Blincoe clearly demonstrates how soccer and
politics have been intimately linked from the sport’s
introduction to Palestine by the British up to the present day.
Blincoe is not new to the subject of Palestine/Israel. He is the author of Bethlehem: Biography of a
Town (Constable, 2017), coeditor of Peace under Fire: Israel/Palestine and the International
Solidarity Movement (Verso, 2004), and coproducer of the documentaries Jeremy Hardy vs. the
Israeli Army (2003) and Open Bethlehem (2014). However, this is his first book about soccer.
Blincoe describes becoming a soccer fan in 2004 while living in Palestine, following the English
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